Brooks v. Fair, 29 June 1988.
The mother of a child conceived by means of artificial insemination sought to establish the nonpaternity of her former husband who, when married, had agreed to the artificial insemination by a third-party donor. The former husband opposed the mother's action. The Court of Appeals of Ohio held that a statute enacted in 1982 providing for an action to determine the existence or nonexistence of paternity could not be applied retroactively to a birth that had occurred in 1975. It also ruled that it was against public policy to establish the nonpaternity of a husband when the parties to a marriage agree to conceive a child by means of artificial insemination. On 15 September 1988, the Illinois Appellate Court held that failure to obtain the written consent of a husband before a wife undergoes an artificial insemination procedure, as required by state law, does not bar imposition of the duty of support on the husband. It upheld the decision of a lower court imposing such a duty on the basis of the husband's conduct before, during, and after the birth of the child. See In re Adams, Family Law Reporter, Vol. 15, 1 November 1988, p. 1005.